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Analysis of Ancestral Caddo Ceramic Assemblages 
from the Gas Line Site (41CE63) and 41CE289, 
Neches River Basin, Cherokee County, Texas
Timothy K. Perttula
Introduction and Setting
 In this article, I discuss the character of the Caddo archaeological assemblages at two sites on 
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
C. Davis site (41CE19): namely the Gas Line site (41CE63) and 41CE289. All three sites are on a broad 
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
ca. 4.0 km south of 41CE289. Both sites appear to have been occupied by Caddo peoples after the main 
occupation at George C. Davis ended at ca. A.D. 1300, and 41CE289 is not far north of a ca. A.D. 1560-
1680 Frankston phase component at the George C. Davis site on the northern part of the alluvial terrace 
east of the Neches River (Fields and Thurmond 1980).
? ???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
expansion of the Indian Mound Nursery in August 1982. At the time, the landform had been plowed, and 
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
was estimated to cover a ca. 400 x 150 m area (ca. 15 acres). At the present time, almost all of 41CE289 is 
on lands owned and controlled by the Texas Historical Commission at Caddo Mounds State Historic Site 
(see Figure 1).
 Another ancestral Caddo site in the vicinity of 41CE63 and 41CE289 on Bowles Creek is the R. F. 
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? ?????
Oak Creek. The site is ca. 2.0 km north of the core area of the George C. Davis site (41CE19) (see Figure 
1). The site is a Neche Cluster Historic Caddo Allen phase site with habitation and burial features that 
was investigated by A. T. Jackson (1932) and a University of Texas crew in June 1932. Human teeth, two 
glass beads, and ceramic sherds were encountered at ca. 58 cm bs, and the landowner had recovered two 
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
Engraved bottle (Marceaux 2011:595), and the other was a bowl of unknown type or decoration. 
? ?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? ??????????????????
192, 500-501, 504, 506, 524). The regular occurrence of Patton Engraved sherds, a low plain to decorated 
sherd ratio (0.40), a considerable proportion of brushed sherds among the decorated sherds, a high brushed 
to plain sherd ratio (2.07), and a brushed to other wet paste sherd ratio of 5.0, are consistent with a Neche 
??????????????????????????????????????????????????? ????????????????????????????? ???????????????????????????
of the Neche Caddo, one of the Hasinai Caddo groups that lived on the Neches River in the late 17th and 
early 18th????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
Gas Line Site (41CE63)
 The archaeological material culture remains collected at the Gas Line site in 1969 indicate that it 
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
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Figure 1. The location of the Gas Line site (41CE63), 41CE289, the R. F. Wallace site (41CE20), and the 
George C. Davis site (41CE19), as well as the limits of Caddo Mounds State Historic Site (in red), Weches 
?????????????????????????????????
Woodland period (ca. 2500-1150 years B.P.), based on the recovery of a large contracting stem Gary dart 
point made from a light gray chert.  Other artifacts probably associated with this component include 19 
pieces of lithic debris.
 Sometime after ca. A.D. 1250/1300, when brushed utility ware vessels began to be commonly made 
in the Neches River basin in East Texas, the Gas Line site was occupied by an ancestral Caddo group. 
This occupation is marked by 16 base or body sherds, tempered with either grog (93.8 percent) or burned 
bone (6.2 percent). Three of the body sherds (either grog, n=2, or bone-tempered, n=1) have parallel 
??????????????????????????????????????????????????
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 The last occupation was by Anglo-American farmers sometime between ca. 1830-1880. The historic 
artifacts in this component include two pieces of brown bottle glass, one sherd of aqua bottle glass, 
three plain whiteware rim and body sherds, one mid-late 19th century yellowware rim sherd, a post-
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
stoneware body-base sherd.
41CE289
 There appear to be substantial Late Archaic to Woodland period archaeological deposits at 41CE289, 
as indicated by Morrill (n=1), Godley (n=2), and Gary (n=1) dart points in the assemblage, along with 
three dart point mid-sections. The dart points are made from chert (71 percent, including light gray and 
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????? ???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
detached from stream-rolled pebbles in Neches River gravel beds.
 Further evidence of Woodland period use of 41CE289 are two sandy paste body sherds from Goose 
Creek Plain, ??????????????? vessels (Story 1990). These vessels were made by Mossy Grove groups that 
lived in the Neches-Angelina and Sabine River basins in East Texas.
 The 363 ceramic vessel sherds in the 41CE289 assemblage are from plain ware, utility ware, and 
?????????????????? ???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
percent are from bone-tempered vessels (Table 1). The highest proportion of bone-tempered vessels are 
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
vessels.
Table 1. Ceramic wares at 41CE289.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Ware Grog-tempered Bone-tempered N
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Plain 178 33 211
Utility 110 31 141
Fine 10 1 11
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Totals 298 65 363
_________________________________________________________________________________________
 The plain to decorated sherd ratio in the 41CE289 sherd assemblage is 1.38. More than 92 percent 
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
sherds comprise only 7.2 percent of the surface collection sample. All nine of the decorated rim sherds in 
the assemblage are from utility ware vessels that have brushed, brushed-punctated, incised, and incised-
punctated decorative elements on the vessel rim (Table 2).
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Table 2. Decorative methods and elements in the 41CE289 Caddo ceramic assemblage.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Decorative methods and Rim Body N
elements
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Utility Ware
Appliqued
appliqued node - 1 1
Brushed
??????????????????? ?? ?? ?
overlapping brushed - 1 1
parallel brushed - 93 93
Brushed-Incised
parallel brushed-incised marks and lines - 2 2
Brushed-Punctated
???????????????????????????????????????????????????? ?? ?? ?
  the lip
parallel brushed with tool punctated row through the - 2 2
  brushing
Incised
curvilinear incised line - 1 1
???????????????????????? ?? ?? ?
parallel incised lines - 5 5
straight incised line - 3 3
Incised-Punctated
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????? ?? ?? ?
??????????????????????????????????????????????????? ?? ?? ?
????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? ?? ?? ?
  rows above diagonal incised line
??????????????????????????????????????????????? ?? ?? ?
???????????????????????????????????????????????? ?? ?? ?
Punctated
tool punctated rows - 20 20
Fine Ware
Engraved
circular engraved el. and connecting straight lines - 1 1
closely-spaced curvilinear engraved lines - 1 1
curvilinear engraved line - 1 1
?????????????????????? ?? ?? ?
opposed engraved lines - 2 2
parallel engraved lines - 2 2
straight engraved line - 1 1
???????????????????????? ?? ?? ?
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Totals 9 143 152
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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 About 64 percent of the decorated sherds are from utility ware rim and body sherds with brushing 
marks. Another 4.6 percent have either brushed-incised or brushed-punctated decorative elements 
(see Table 2). These brushed sherds are from Bullard Brushed vessels. Other utility wares have tool 
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
incised-punctated (3.3 percent) (Figure 2a-b), and appliqued (0.7 percent).
Figure 2. Selected incised-punctated decorative elements on rim sherds in the 41CE289 ceramic sherd 
assemblage.
Figure 3. Selected engraved decorative elements on body sherds in the 41CE289 ceramic sherd assemblage.
? ?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
bottle, with sets of opposed engraved lines (Figure 3a). Another sherd has a triangular excised element, 
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
ceramic type.
 The one chipped stone tool that can be associated with the ancestral Caddo occupation of 41CE289 
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? ????????????
very dark gray chert. The preform has a contracting but rounded stem and base, with small barbs either 
pointing downward or straight outward.
Summary and Conclusions
 ?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? ???????? ?????????
and ancestral Caddo occupations in a general surface collection covering a ca. 400 x 150 m area of the 
alluvial terrace. The surface-collected artifacts were documented as 41CE289.
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 The ancestral Caddo component at 41CE289 is principally known through the collection of more 
than 360 ceramic vessel sherds, including 152 rim and body sherds from decorated vessels. The 
assemblage is notable for the considerable proportion of brushed sherds (68 percent) in the decorated 
sherd assemblage, from Bullard Brushed vessels, which suggests a post-A.D. 1250-1300 Caddo 
occupation, one that took place after the core area of the George C. Davis site was no longer permanently 
occupied by Caddo peoples.
? ?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
sherds in the 41CE289 assemblage, along with selected ceramic metrics (Table 3), also suggests the site 
was settled by Caddo peoples prior to ca. A.D. 1400, likely between ca. A.D. 1300-1400. However, the 
????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
diagnostic engraved wares from 41CE289 may change this temporal assessment.
Table 3. Ceramic sherd assemblage comparisons of Neche cluster sites, including 41CE289 and 
41CE20.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
????? ??????? ??????? ????? ????? ???????
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Allen phase (ca. post-A.D. 1680
Group I
41CE293 98.1 5.6 0.12 7.50 5.70
41CE43 96.1 3.9 0.17 4.91 6.08 
41CE477  95.8 4.2 0.18 4.73 13.0
41CE474 97.1 2.9 0.30 3.08 9.25
Group II
41CE48 84.2 27.7 0.31 2.43 5.48
41CE475 91.2 9.2 0.34 2.55 11.3
41CE20 85.7 14.3 0.40 2.07 5.0
41CE476 91.2 9.2 0.45 1.77 7.0
41CE291 97.4 2.6 0.30 1.94 1.84
?????????????????????????? ??????????????
Group III
41CE19, N/A N/A 0.82 0.78 1.90
Northern
part of site
Possible Middle Caddo occupation, ca. A.D. 1300-1400
Group IV
41CE289 82.1 17.9 1.38 0.49 2.38
_________________________________________________________________________________________
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
 Future archaeological investigations should be conducted at 41CE289, including surface collecting 
and intensive shovel testing. The purpose of this work would be to determine the overall integrity and 
????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
contexts that will be suitable for AMS radiocarbon dating to establish the absolute age of the ancestral 
Caddo occupation at 41CE289.  
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???????????????
 Thanks to the staff at the Texas Archeological Research Laboratory, The University of Texas at 
Austin, especially Lauren Bussiere, for their help in accessing the collections from the two sites. Lance 
???????????????????????????????????????????
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